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From the Editor's Desk
BY LINDA

M.

PAVONETTI

U-Telcome to the fall issue of the Michigan Reading Journal.
,

,

Fall is my favorite season-the vision of
nature's changing wardrobe, the luscious
scent of cider and apple pie, the sounds of cheering
football fans. All of my senses are more engaged,
and I'm revitalized in anticipation of a marvelous
new year. Meeting new students, getting to know
them-their needs, their strengths and weaknesses-is part of the anticipation that generates
a fusion of hope and concern in me. Maybe I'll
get it right this year. Will I be able to reach all my
students? How can I prepare them for their future?
The interesting thing I've noticed is that my concerns have not changed that much as I have taught
on different levels.

There has been one principle that has guided my
teaching career, and I came to it quite early in the
process. I was a college student; I knew I wanted to
teach. Operation Head Start was gearing up for its
first summer program, and I needed a summer job.
My Head Start training lifted me to a new level-an
awareness that I could never assume that I know my
students' culture. The people I was trained to serve
were the recent immigrants from Appalachia, people
who had never crossed a paved street with steady
streams of cars, trucks, and buses; children who were
more familiar with the howl of a coyote than of an
ambulance. Since then, I've taught in many different
situations, but that earliest awareness comes back
to me each time I meet a new group of students:
What language were they speaking at breakfast?
What family sorrow or joy affects their performance
today?
Many parents and school boards ask us to introduce
our students to the "classics." This issue asks us to
consider whose classics? The existence of a canon of
classics has been an ongoing battle in English education, high school and college in particular, but in reading this issue, I'd like to challenge you to consider the
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canon you have created for your classroom. Charlotte
Huck states that,
Assuming that a child reads one book
every two weeks from the time he is 7 ...
until he is 13 or 14 ... he will read about
25 books a year or some 200 books during
this period of childhood ... It is possible
that a child may read widely, yet never read
a significant book. Under these circumstances, the need for good book selection
becomes even more imperative. (p. 38)
From Huck, C.S., Hepler S., & Hickman, J. (1993) Children's literature in the
elementary school (5th ed.). Fort Worth,
TX: Harcourt Brace College.
What books are on your read aloud list? Do you vary
the genre? The culture? The authors and illustrators?
Do you offer multiple perspectives so you and your
students can discuss and research and search for that
elusive truth? Rose Casement, in her article "Changing the Face of the Children's Literature Canon"
'
looks at the question of whether such a canon exists.
Gloria Schade, whose students read Harper Lee's
masterpiece To Kill A Mockingbird (1960) each year,
examines the ways in which National Book Award
winner Kimberly Willis Holt's characters resemble
Atticus Finch. Gregory S. Bucher, a classics professor, suggests that there are children's books that
will provide background on Greece and Rome for
struggling mythology or Latin scholars. Sandra Brehl
and Michael Cart have engaged in a "Conversation"
about the art in several Caldecott books, particularly
David Macaulay's Black and White (1990) and David
Wiesner's The Three Pigs (2001). After reading Cart's
column in Booklist, Brehl engaged her students in
a study of the art of Caldecott books, but wanted to
continue her conversation with a larger audience-and
the author himself.
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One topic that always arises when the word "canon"
enters a literary conversation is the antithesis-bestselling books. I took up that mantle when I interviewed Claudia Mills, the author of several widely
popular series about the kinds of kids we meet in our
schools every day.
We also have our regular columns, with two alterations. As you may remember, Vera Milz, long-time
editor of the Bookpourri column, has retired. At least
for the time being I will be writing the reviews of new
and interesting children's books. I'll introduce you to
my Window Seat and share some of my new favorites
with you .. Ed Spicer has some great suggestions for
young adult reading. Mary Jo Finney and Patricia
Daniels of the University of Michigan-Flint have
agreed to edit the Professional Books column, and we
welcome them to our editorial staff.

Michigan Reading Association. As you prepare for
the 2004 conference, please consider converting
your presentation into an article for the MRJ. Only
a very small percentage of our members are able to
attend the conference each year. You devote countless
hours to organizing your session; why not reach all
MRA members? Please look for our calls for manuscripts throughout this issue. If you'd like to discuss
how to do this, you can contact one of us-Jennifer Berne, berne@oakland.edu; Kathleen Clark,
kclark@oakland.edu; or me, pavonett@oakland.eduand we'll be happy to guide your process. We'd also
like to welcome our new editorial assistant, doctoral
student Vanessa Morrison. If you have any concerns
about the journal, you may also contact Vanessa,
vangan118@yahoo.com.

One last word: We could not publish this journal
without you-our readers and members of the

Call for Manuscripts
The Michigan Reading Journal, the refereed journal of the Michigan Reading
Association, is seeking manuscripts for publication in future issues. In addition
to the theme specified in the call for manuscripts on page 8, manuscripts on
any topic related to literacy, i.e., reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing,
visually representing, technology, or children's/young adult literature, will be
considered. Manuscripts submitted after the specified deadlines will be reviewed
for future issues. See pages 8 for submission guidelines.
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Spotlight on ...
MRA Conference 2004
"Growing Readers and Writers"
March 20-23, 2004 Detroit, MI
Here are the outstanding keynote speakers that are part of our all-star line-up!

Riney Jordan: Humorist, Author, Life-long Educator
Saturday, March 20, 2003
Riney Jordan is a former teacher, principal, school public relations director and
assistant to the Superintendent with over 30 years of teaching experience. He has been
published in numerous school journals and newspapers and his first book, All the
Difference, is now in it second printing. When Riney speaks to educators and civic groups, he emphasizes
that "children don't really care how much you know until they know how much you care."

Nikki Giovanni: Poet, Distinguished Professor of English -Virginia Tech
Sunday, March 21, 2003
Nikki Giovanni has written more than two dozen books, including volumes of poetry, illustrated
children's books, and three collections of essays. She has received nineteen honorary doctorates
and a host of other awards, including "Woman of the Year" awards from three different magazines
as well as Governors' Awards in the Arts from both Tennessee and Virginia.

f.
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Peter Yarrow: Musician, Activist, and Author of Operation Respect
Sunday afternoon, March 21, 2004

~ ~ . ····.··. ·.if'

Both known as a solo artist and as part of the legendary Peter, Paul and Mary, Peter Yarrow
has also explored his talents as a filmmaker, songwriter, social/political activist in addition
~
'
._
to his latest project, Operation Respect: "Don't Laugh At Me" (DLAM). This program
is based on his passionate belief that music, with its power to build community and catalyze change, can be a
particularly powerful organizing tool as well as a source of inspiration for children.

~<
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'

Katie Wood Ray: Educator and Author
Monday, March 22, 2004
After leaving Western Carolina University where she was an Associate Professor of
language arts education for eight years, Dr. Katie Ray is now a full time writer and
researcher of the teaching of writing. With a particular focus on the study of writing craft, she leads teacher
workshops and summer institutes across the nation related to the teaching of writing. Her professional
background includes both elementary and middle school teaching experience and two years as a staff
developer at The Reading and Writing Project, Teachers College, Columbia University.
6
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Bob Love: Director of Community Relations, Chicago Bulls
Monday, March 22, 2004
Growing up poor and one of fourteen children in rural Louisiana, he nailed a coat hanger
to the side of his grandmother's house and used his imagination. Despite his great
successes as an athlete, Love was not able to do something we all take for granted-speak.
As a child he dreamed of speaking without stuttering; to overcome the long periods
where he could not speak at all and not stumble over his words. Forty years later, Bob
Love realized his dream and became a professional speaker. Bob is now the Community
Relations Director for his former team, the Chicago Bulls. As the greatest player ever to
wear a Chicago Bulls uniform before a guy named Michael Jordan, Love scored 12,263
points in his marvelous career. A three-time NBA All-Star who averaged 23.0 points per
game over eight seasons, Bob Love had his jersey retired by the Chicago Bulls on January 14, 1994.

MRA wants to celebrate YOU as a reading teacher!
Please join us for ...

An Evening at Comerica Park!

WHO:

All MRA 2004 Conference attendees!

WHEN:

Saturday, March 20, 2004

WHERE:

The Tiger Club, Comerica Park, Detroit

WHAT:

Music, Food & Drink, Special Guests, Colleagues, and PRIZES!
Transportation will be provided to the park!

8:00pm-Midnight
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